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\ HE Humour of being an Au- 
thor, and appearing in Print, 
has now fo far prevailed, that 

Matters of all Kinds, whether 


religious or civil, give Work to the Printers, 
and become the Subjects of Pamphlets, ac- 
_ cording as different Perſons affect; and 
_ ſomearedrawn into the Practice, who ut- 
terly abh6t it! And ſo far has the Humour | 
prevailed; thifeveh Works of pure Charity 
are treare$ ti xHe H me Manner: Which ve- 
ry unexpectedly is the Fate of Tur Roval, 


ISFIRMARY of EDINBURGH, now fo happily 


eſtabliſhed, and authorized by his Maje- 
ſty's Royal Charter, having a promiſing 
Stock, by the Donations of many chari- 


table Perſons of all Ranks, for its Support; 
and Hopes of its being increaſed by after 


Donations, for making the charitable Ere- 
than yet it can be. Ma, el 


This pious Eſtabliſhment has been attack- 


cd in two Pamphlets, ſpread about by ſome 


e 


„ 
Gentlemen of the Corporation of Surgeons 
in Edinburgh; which has forced the Publi- 
cation of what follows, in Juſtification of 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Royal Infirmary, 
and for vindicating the firſt Promoters and 
Founders, and the Managers thereof, from 
the groundleſs Reproaches and Calumnies 
J Pamphlets. 
Anno 1721, Propoſals were made for e- 
recting an Infirmary, which proved unſuc- 
_ ceisfull.— In the End of the Year 1725, 
an Opportunity offered, which to the wor- 
thy Gentlemen of the Royal College of 
Phyſicians of Edinburgh appeared favour- 
able, for procuring Subſcriptions for a 
Stock on which to . the Foundation of 
an Hoſpital for fick Poor. They fram'd 
two different Forms of Subſcription- Papers, 
and with the Aſſiſtance of a very few o- 
thers, not of the Royal College, carried on 
the Subſcriptions from December 1725. 
The Royal College called a General 
Meeting of all the Subſcribers againſt the 
19th Day of February 1728, at wick they 
did acquaint them, that the Capital firſt de- 
ſign'd for beginning the charitable Erection 
was ſubſcribed for; and a Committee was 


5 appointed ro call in the Subſcription - Mo- CS 


While che Subſcriptions were carrying 


come Donors. 


on, the Royal College in a Meeting the iſt 
Auguſt 1727, came to a Reſolution to bind 
themſelves to regular Artendance, when e- 
ver the Hoſpital was erected; and this their 
Reſolution and Engagement they cauſed to 
be publiſhed in the News Papers, as an En- 
couragement to charitable Perſons to be- 
Previous to this Publication, the Royal 
College gave Commiſſion ro Dr. John 
Drummond ſenior, their Preſes, to invite 
the Corporation of Surgeons to make the 
like publick Promiſe of ſerving in their 
Way. This Commiſſion he did execute by 


informing the then Deacon of the Surgeons . 


of the Propoſal by the Royal College; but 
no Anſwer being returned, the Royal Col- 
lege did publiſh their own Reſolution alone, 
and went on in eee N 
The Royal College not only thus began 
the good Work, but continued to manage 
the whole Affairs of the Infant Society, as 
appears in the Minutes of ſeveral of the 
College oc, | They a for and 
obtained from the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, a Recommendation 
for a publick Contribution; they alſo ap- 
plied to the Epiſcopal Clergy and their Con- 
gregations, and got their Contributions; 
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they alſo obtained from the Ladies of the 


Aſlembly their Donations, Oc. 


The 16th of December 1728, at a Gene- 
ral Meeting of the Subſcribers to the Infir. 


mary, a large Committee was named for 


preparing a Houle to take in Patients, Sc. 
and Mr. Fohn Kennedy, then Deacon of 
the Surgeons, was named one of that Com- 


r i 8 
In confidering the Plan for carrying on 
the Infirmary, one Difficulty only occurred, 


Dis. how it ſhould be ſerved in Surgery 


and Pharmacy? It was thought unneceſſa- 


ry to apply to the Corporation of Surge- 
ons, becauſe of their formerly declining to 


be concerned, when applied to by the Roy- 


Alexander Monro Surgeon, and Profeſſor 


of Anatomy, made Offer to ſerve gratis 
in Surgery, and to furniſh all Medicines at 


prime Coſt, which was accepted by the 


_ Committee, and he declared Surgeon and 


Apothecary to the Infirmary. 


When the Corporation of Surgeons were 
_ apprifed of Mr. Monro's Offer, and the Ac- 


ceptance thereof, they (ir ſeems) enter- 
_ tained ſome diſmal Apprehenſions and Con- 


ſequences, which are to be obſerved in ſe- 


veral Parts of their Appendix. To prevent 


which, 
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which, the Corporation at their Meeting 


roth February 1729, determined to offer 


their Service by Turns, and furniſh Medi- 
cCines gratis for two Tears. This was ver- 
| bally communicated by Deacon Kennedy 
in name of the Corporation, to a Meeting 

of the Committee of the Infirmary. on the 
777) NE ESI 


At a Meeting of the Committee the 7th 
April thereafter, Mr. Monro did renounce 


all Obligations which the Committee might 
think themſelves under of ſtanding. to his 
e but declared himſelf bound to 
fulfil 


his Engagements, if no other more 


advantageous Propoſal for the Infirmary 
was made. And the Committee then ta- 
king under their Conſideration the Propo- 
ſal made by Mr. Monro, and the other by 
Mr. Kennedy in name of the Corporation 
of Surgeons, did agree in this Opinion, 
That a Corporation-Act could bind no par- 


ticular Perſon to a Dęed and Service of Cha- 


rity, and that the Service of the Infirmary 

| ought not to be on ſuch a precarious Foot- 
ing, and that therefore the Infirmary muſt 
be aſcertained of the Performance of the 
neceſſary Service, by the Subſcriptions of 
the ſeveral Undertakers; and it was re- 
commended to the Deacon and the Corpo- 
ration to make ſuch Propoſals (agreeable to 


"the- - 


+, 
the faid Opinion) as they ſhould think fir. 

At this Meeting were preſent Charles Ares- 

kine of Barjarg, Eſq; then Solicitor, now 


Lord Advocate, Patrick Lindſay, Eſq; 


now Member of Parliament for the City, 
David Spence Secretary to the Bank, Do- 
ctors, Francis Pringle, John Drummond 
ſenior, William Cochran, Robert Lowis, 
 Fobu' Clerk, John Learmont, Andrew 
Plummer, John Innes and Fames Dundas, 
Meſſieurs John Kennedy, Robert Hope and 
Alexander Monro, Surgeons. E 
After this ſeveral Meetings of the Dea- 
con's Council and other Surgeons were 
held, to confider of a Plan for the Infirma- 


 ry's Service, and furniſhing Medicines : A- i 


bout the laſt of which, there were diffe- 
rent Opinions; ſeverals thinking with Mr. 
Adam Drummond, that all the Drugs ſhould 
be furniſhed out of one Shop, and the Own- 
er to be paid out of the Corporation Funds, 
or by an equal Contribution by the ſub- 
Feribing Members; but others differing 
from him in his Propoſal, of his Friend Mr. 
Gilbert Laurie being the Perſon who 
ſhould have the Profit of furniſhing the 
Drugs, did agree to a Propoſal by Deacon 
| Kennedy, That whether our of the publick 
Funds or private Purſes (two great Points 
in Debate) a Shop ſhould be furniſhed with 
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Drugs in the Infirmary, and a young Man 
hired to attend and ſerve as Apothecary. 
A third Set joined with Mr. 1 5 Chi- 
ſholm in his Opinion, that each Surgeon 
ſhould furniſh, out of his own Shop, the 
Medicines preſcribed during the Time of 
r 
+ Upon the 2d of May following, at a 
Corporation Meeting, when the ſeveral Pro- 
poſals above were brought under Conſide- 
ration, and Debates ariſing on each of 
them, and no Appearance of their being 
brought to a Concluſion, Meſſieurs Alex- 
ander Nisbet, John Lauder and George 
Langlands, did propole, that, for putting 
an End to all Debates, the Corporation 
ſhould inſiſt upon their former Offer, and 
tefuſe to give a Plan with the Subſcriptions 
of particular Members, which was agreed 


to, andthe Meeting broke up. According- 


ly, upon the 5th of May, Mr. Kennedy 
gave into the Meeting of the Committee 
of the Infirmary, a Copy of the Corpora- 


tion's Act mentioned above; notwithſtand- 


ing this, the Committee, in tender regard 
for the Corporation, did not determine the 
Affair for ſome Meetings, but told the Dea- 
con, that they muſt proceed in it, at their 
monthly Meeting in Jah, becauſe the In- 
5 | wales. 4 __ firmary 
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firmary was to be opened before the Meet- 
ing in Auguſt, . 
On the 7th Zuly 79, the Day appoint- 
ed for determining this important Affair. 
Mr. Kennedy (it ſeems) having no Plan for 
the Infirmary Service, by his Brethren the 


Surgeons, did abſent. When the Commit- 
tee was ready again- to declare Mr. Monro 
Surgeon and Apothecary to the Infirmary, 


a Plan was laid before them for ſerving the 


_ Tufirmary in Surgery and Pharmacy gratis, 
till the Patients ſhould exceed a certain 


Number, with an Obligation to perform 


the ſeveral Articles, ſubſcribed by Meſſieurs 


John Macgill, George Cuningham, Fran- 


cis Congalton, Alexander Monro, John 
Douglas and Robert Hope. This Propoſal 
was accepted by the Committee, in which 
were prelent Sir Heu Dalrymple then Lord 
Preſident bf the Seſſion, Charles Areskine 
Eq; now Lord Advocate, George Drum- 
mond Eſq; Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms, 
David Spence Secretary to the Bank, Do» 
citors Fohn Drummond ſenior, Franczs 
Pringle, William Cochran, Robert Lowis, 
John Learmont, Andrew Plummer and 


John Innes. 


Soon after this, the Infirmary was open- 
ed to take in Patients; and in January 
1730, the Subſcribers and Donors did agree 
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ving projected a ſeparate Hoſpital for ſick 
Poor, or (as will inſtantly appear) having 

a Deſign to introduce themſelves into the 
Infirmary as Surgeons, were pleaſed on the 

5th March 1736, to write a Letter to the 


wrote, whic 


00-0 ; 


upon and ſettle Rules for its Management. 


The Eſtabliſhment met with very gene- 


ral Approbation, and all Things were kept 


in ge Order in the Houle, the Patients 


dai y viſited both by Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons, which gave great Satisfaction to all 


who took the Trouble to view the Houſe 


and its Oeconomy, which encouraged new 
Donations to be given, and not the leaſt 


Complaint made of the Eſtabliſhment or its 


Management for the Space of more than fix 
But in the Beginning of the Year 1736, 


ſome of the * of Surgeons ha- 


then Viſiters of the Infirmary, now publi- 
| ſhed by them in their Appendix, p. 6. ſi- 
gned by Deacon Kennedy Preſes, without 
telling who were the Perſons among whom 
Jkk0ũ ES eo 5 


The Viſiters acquainted the Deacon, 


that it would be proper for him to inform 
who the ey ng were in whole Name he. 


he did by the following Let- 


os Gentle- 8 


1 
Gentlemen. 8 i 
TN Compliance with your Deſire, I have 
# ſent you the following Gentlemen's 
Names, who authoriſed me to write to you 
my laſt Letter, viz. Adam Drummond, 
William Wardrop, William Wood, Gilbert 
Laurie, George Murray, Joſeph Gibſon, 
William Mitchell, John Deans, Francis Ruſ- 
ſel, Robert Smith, a// Chyrurgeons in Edin- 
burgh; but they are of Opinion youll call a 
Meeting of the Managers of your Infirma- 
try, where they expect a Committee will be 
appointed to commune with them on what 
Terms we are to be received as Surgeons 
there. This they ordered to be communi- 


„ cated 40 you by, 


Edin. zoth March, Tours, &c. 


176. ' Jo. Neuber. 


Theſe two Letters were laid before the 
ordinary Managers of the Infirmary on the 
5th of April thereafter. Several Difficul- 
ties were obvious at firſt reading of them; 
and therefore a Committee was appointed 
to conyerle with the Surgeons, in order to 
have their Propoſals explained. After a 
Communing betwixt theſe of the Infirma- 
Ty, and Mr. Kennedy and ſome of his Bre- 
thren, and a Report thereof made to the 
Managers, Mr. Kennedy, in name of his 
Brethren, gave in ſigned Propoſals, in the 
i FF 
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Form now printed in their firſt Letter and 
Appendix: To which the Anſwer, or Me- 
morial alſo in that Appendix, was given by 
the Managers of the Infirmary. To that 
Memorial the Surgeons were pleaſed to 
make a Reply, which Mr. Kennedy, and a 
Brother with him i Perſon gave in to the 
General Meeting of the Managers, though 
in Courſe it ought firſt to have been laid be- 
fore the ordinary Managers; and therefore 
it was remitted to the ordinary Managers 
to give their Report thereon. 
Very ſoon after this, his Majeſty's Roy- 
al Charter was obtained, erecting the Con- 
tributers into a Corporation, and appoint- 


4 ing Managers until the firſt Monday of Fa- 


nuary 1737, by which the old Managers 
were exauctorated, and could not carry on 
the Treaty with Mr. Kennedy and his Bre- 
thren, and no new Application was made 
by them for renewing the Treaty. 
It muſt here be obſerved, That after de- 
liberate Peruſal of the firſt Letter of the 
Surgeons Erectors, their 8 for a 
Coalition, and their Reply to the Memorꝭ 
al of the Infirmary Managers, it will eaſily 
appear, that the chief Deſizn of Mr. Ren- 
nedy and his Brethren, was to introduce 
themſelves into the Management of the In- 
firmary, and if they miſs d that, to lay a 
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Foundation for a Paper War, to decry the 
Eſtabliſhment and Management of the In- 
 firmary, and to vent Reflections on the 
Managers, and the fix Gentlemen who « 
have ſo generouſly ſerved, and furniſhed 
Medicines gratis from the Beginning to | 
this Time, in order to extol their own De- | 

 fign'of a ſeparate Hoſpital, and as much as 
in them lies to hinder Donations to the | 

Royal Infirmary, and prevent irs. Succeſs. 
This will appear to any who ſhall take the 
Trouble to peruſe the Memorial and Ap- 
pendix printed by the Surgeons, and com- 

8 * them with what is here expoſed to pu- 
JJJJJJJJJd/ddWdWW„ 
While the Surgeons Erectors kept from 
indecent Reflections on the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Royal Infirmary and its Managers, 
it was believed that the ſlanderous Prattle 

met with in Companies on that Head, was 
either the little Malice of ſome particular _ 
angry Perſon, or forged by ſome others 

— put in their Names, as ſeem'd probable H 
by what was ſaid by ſome of theſe Gentle- 
men when ſpoke to, and the Diſſatisfaction 
they ſhew'd with the Things that were re- | 
peated. But now that they have reprinted 
their firſt Memorial with a large Appendix, 

which (on Belicf that all that is ſaid in it is 

true) is received as a genuine Narrative of 


& 
1 
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Facts; In which Appendix the Managers 
of the Royal Infirmary are repreſented in 
a Light very different from what the World 
formerly ſaw them in. It is therefore 
thought proper to inform the Publick by 


\ 


the preceding Narrative what have been 
the Tranſactions concerning the Infirmary, 


from the Time of its being projected by the 
Royal College of Phyſicians, and how it 


came to be provided with Phyſicians and 
Surgeons. me SE. 
It is hoped the Surgeons Erectors will 


, + 


nor hereafter affirm, as they have done (a), 


That the Royal College of Phyſicians made 

any Offers of their Service to the Mana- 
gers of the Infirmary, as ſoon as the Infir= 

mary was erected, which were accepted; 


or that any ſign'd Paper was ever given by 


e Append, p. 2 and 3. () bus. 


them, ſince their Reſolution to ſerve was 

in Auguſt 1727, when there was no Infir- 

mary; and the firſt Meeting of the Subſcri- 
bers to the Infirmary was not till February 
1 That Mr. Kennedy had any Conferences 
with his Brethren, or thoſe concerned in 


the Infirmary, when the Reſolution of the 


Royal College was firſt made (b). 
Ihzhat it was the Obligation only requi- 


red 


— — 


(8. 1}. 

fed of the Surgeons which made them re- 
je& the Managers Propoſal, or that a Bond 
with a Penalty was required of the particu- 
lar Members of the Corporatien for ſerving 
the Infirmary (2). 1 . 
That the Managers made Choice of theit 
Surgeons before the Corporation had Oc- 


caſion to conſider their Opinion, and while 


their Refuſal or Acceptance was uncer- 
JJ 5b 
That Apologies were made by the Ma- 
nagers without Doors, for their Conduct 
in the Choice of Surgeons (c). 
Infirmary 


That the fix Surgeons of the 


were admitted without Security or Obliga- * E 


Ed 
Thoſe Facts, and ſome others, tis hoped 
they will no more affirm; and will at the 
ſame time acknowledge, that there are good 
Grounds for ſaying, That the Corporation 
did decline being concerned when it was 
firſt propoſed, and that ir was their un- 


reaſonable Suſpicions of one Man being | 


made fole Surgeon, (which (e) they now 
acknowledge would have prevented their 


"nw Clamour) and their own warm De- 


| bates, mentioned p. 3. and explained above, 
%%% is TOME. 7 that 
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a) Append. p. 2 and 3. (“) Ditto. = (c) Ditto. (4) 
Ditto. (e) Ibid. p. 21. —W— FB 


„ 
that brought about the Election of ſix Sur- 
geons for the Infirmary's Service. 

As to what is ſaid of Mr. Kennedy and 
Mr. Zoung their being invited to ſerve in 
the Infirmary (2); the Managers never 
heard of ſuch an Invitation: And after En- 

quiry, all that can be learn'd about it is, 
that Mr. Kennedy, after the warm Debates 
in the Corporation, was asked by one of 
the fix Surgeons now in the Infirmary, 
whether he would join in ſuch an Obliga- 


tion to ſerve the Infirmary, as ſome of the 
Members were then thinking of? He ex- 


cuſed himſelf, becauſe he thought it a Thing 
diſhonourable for the Preſes of the Society. 
VD pon theſe and other groundleſs Aſſer- 
tions and Facts artfully diſguiſed, a great 
deal of Clamour is raiſed, and ſcandalous 
and unjuſt Reflections vented againſt the 
Infirmary, its Managers and Surgeons, as 
having very bad Views and Deſigns. 


When an Author aſſerts Facts, without 
enquiring into the Truth of them, he ge- 


nerally falls into Inconſiſtencies in arguing 
from them: Let us therefore ſee how the 
Surgeons Memorial and Appendix will 

r 

They concluded, that the Erection of a 


g * 


| (4) Append. p. 4. 


83 
new Hoſpital was he only 8 Means 
by which ſuch Numbers of ſick Poor could 


be duly taken Care of (2) But it imme- 


diately occurred, that the erecting a new 


Hoſpital, or enlarging the old one, would. 


equally ſerve the ſame End. 
The World is to believe that the Educa- 


tion of Students in an Hoſpital here, is to 
be confined to thoſe in the Shops of the ſix 
Surgeons in the Infirmary (6). They pro- 


ee an authentick Voucher given to them 


ong before this Complaint, that the Ma- 
nagers of the Infirmary had it always in 

their View to make this Education by the 

Infirmary as general as poſlible, which || 
continues to be the Purpole of all concern- 


ed about the Infirmary (c). 


So many Surgeons as they propoſed were 


not neceſſary (4). — Yer throughout the 


Paper it is thought an Injuſtice, if not a 


Crime, to have fewer, or to debar any who 
offers to ſerve. „„ 


An Act of the Corporation of Surgeons 


is ſufficient Security for the Service of the 
Hoſpital (e): But the firſt Step taken to- 


wards erecting the new Hoipital, was the _ 
VUndertakers ſigning a Bond of Erection (), „ 


Se. 15 


ce) P. 3. (f) Mem p. 5. | 


. „„ 
(a) Mem. p. 5, 6. (6) p. 9+ ( c) App · p- 30. (4) p. 5 
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Rivalſhips do Good, as Monopolies do 
Harm. — And yet the Surgeons in their 


Propoſals to the Managers of the Infirmary, 
and the Arguments for a Coalition, are by 


them propoſed to prevent the Good of Ri- 
valſhip (75. | 


Rivals, ſay the Surgeons, do Harm to 


one another (4), but their Rivalſhip cannot 
_ claſh with the Foundation of the Royal In- 

firmary, nor the one Scheme prove preju- 
_ dicial to the other (c). — And their Rival- 
ſhip will do Good (4). Strange Contradi- 


Before the Articles of Accuſation in this 


Pamphlet are taken into Conſideration, one 
Thing is needful to be remarked, That the 
Author has all along confounded the Mana- 


gers of the Infirmary with the Surgeons 
that ſerve in it, as if the Deeds of the one 


vVere the Acts of the other; and at laſt the 
Publick is told, that the Infirmary Surge- 
ons are the Managers (e). eee 


With how good Reaſon the Surgeons are 


ſaid to be the Managers of the Royal Infir- 
mary, let any judge who has been the leaſt 
acquainted, or ever read the Rules of Ma- 
nagement publiſhed long ago. Of the Com- 


1 „ 
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a) Append. p. 25. (5) P. 27. (e) P. 2. (4) p. 18. 


| (s) P- 25 Hs 
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| mittee of twenty two, to whom the Ma- 
nagement of the Infirmary was at firſt com- 
mitted, in which the Opinion concerning 
the general Act of the Corporation of Sur- 
geons for attending and furniſhing Drugs 
was given, three only were Surgeons; of 
whom two were among the keeneſt at the 
Board of Surgeons for the Service of the 
Incorporation; and the third, being in ſome 
ſenſe a Party, gave no Opinion. Of the 
twenty Managers, who have acted ſince the 
Rules of Management were ſettled in 7a- 


nuary 1730, there never have been above 


three Surgeons at once, none of whom are 
in the Management a Surgeons in the In- 
2 And of theſe three there is only 
ho has been above two Years at once, 
and that one has not been fo long a Mana- 
ger as ſeveral Gentlemen who are not Sur- 
geons. „ F 
The Liſt already given of the Gentlemen 
preſent at the two Meetings of the Com- 
mittee, in which the Affair relating to the 
eſtabliſhing the Infirmary Surgeons was 


concluded, might of itſelf ſhew how little 


Trouble the Writer of the Appendix has 
been at to be informed of the Facts aſſerted 
by him ſo ſtrongly on that Head (a). Tho” 
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there were no ſuch ſtrong Facts to diſcover 
the Inconſiſtency of three Surgeons being 
the Guides, whom ſeventeen Gentlemen 
of ſuperior Rank and Underſtanding, of 
Honour and Probity beyond Exception, 
and who have ſhewn their diſintereſted 
Zeal for the Good of their Country on ſe- 
veral Occaſions, would blindly follow, in 
Breach of their Oath de fdeli taken at their 
Admiſſion; the Aſſertion is ſo glaring that 
none can believe it. Are theſe three Sur- 
geons, conſtantly too in the Management 
of the Royal College of Phyſicians and of 
the Honourable Society of Writers to the 
Signet, to lead the one to refule their At- 
tendance on the Surgeons Hoſpital, in the 
manner they do the Royal Infirmary, and 
the other to deny their Money to the Sur- 
h, d TID 
The firſt Accuſation brought by the Wri- 
ter of the Memorial and Appendix againſt 
the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, is, 


| their being of Opinion, that the A of the 


Corporation of Surgeons was not binding 
on the particular Members to give their At. 
tendance and Medicines gratis.—— As 
) To ey 
An Act of the Corporation is to be ſure 
the Security they give for Money, and may 
be ſafely accepted by their Creditors, ad 
Rs 3 | the 


= 
the Managers of the Trades Hoſpital: But 
that is widely different from the preſent 
Queſtion about Attendance gratzs, and 


Contributions out of private Pockets. The 


| beſt Lawyers of the Nation, the late Lord 


Preſident of the Seſſion, the preſent Lord 


Advocate, and ſeveral others whom the 


Managers adviſed with, gave it as their O- 


pinion, that ſuch an Act was not binding 


on the particular Members of the Corpora- 
tion: And the Erectors of the Surgeons 
Hoſpital have in their Erection ſhewn that 

they were of the ſame Opinion ; for the 


_ firſt Step towards erecting their Hoſpital, 
was their ſubſcribing a Bond of Erection: 


| Nay, it appears from the Narrative, that 
the Opinion of the Managers of the Infir- 


mary (that the Act was not binding) was 
not what made the Incorporation return no- 


Anſwer to the Managers, but that they 
could not agree upon any Plan for furniſh- 
ing Medicines (4). What is ſaid further of 
this Tranſaction in the Appendix is altoge- 
ther a Miſtake, and in the next Edition 


muſt have a general Dele put to it. 


+ More than once a Complaint is made of 
the Managers of the Infirmary their having 
given no Anſwer to the Surgeons Erectors 
V 1 their 
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their Reply; but theſe Gentlemen — 
to have told, that they could not poſſibly 
have any Anſwer from them, becauſe the 


Managers, to whom they delivered that 
Paper on the iſt Monday of FJuiy, were ex- 
auctorated (as already noticed) and the 
new ones in the Patent never were applied 
to by the Erectors; ſo that if any Fault 


was committed, it was on the Part of the 


Erectors. If ever the Managers of the 
Royal Infirmary acting now by publick 
Authority, have the Propoſals of the E- 
rectors of the Surgeons Hoſpital made to 
them, they will, it is preſumed, receive or 
_ refuſe them, according as they ſhall think 
moſt for the Intereſt of the Royal Infirma- 
ry andof the Publick, without Regard to 
the particular By-views of this or that Set 
%%⁵—uͤnnrnrn 88 
The Queſtion may come before the Ma- 
nagers, Whether they ſhould accept their 
Propoſals, or continue to employ the Sur- 


geons who have hitherto ſer ved the Royal 


Infirmary? It will not therefore be amiſs to 
examine a little the Conveniencies and In- 
 conveniencies which attend each Scheme. 

At preſent the Managers of the Royal 
Infirmary (among whom there muſt be ſe- | 
veral good Judges of Surgery, though not 

Surgeons, to wit, the Preſes, and at leaſt 


two 


1 


two other Members of the Royal College, 
and two Profeſſors of Medicine) are left to 


cChuſe whom they think fit as Surgeons for 
the Infirmary, and may order what Regu- 


lations they think proper. If the Erectors 


Propoſals are accepted, all who offer indiffe- 


rently muſt be admitted. Nay the Argu- 
ment in the Appendix concerning Mono- 
polies would oblige the Managers of the 
Infirmary, not only not to refuſe any 
Member of the Corporation of Surgeons, 
but every one who would come with a Lan- 
cet in his Hand, whether he had ever em- 
ployed it or not, or ever practiſed any O- 
peration of Surgery, muſt be admitted e- 
qually with the Chairman, or any other 
Member of the Corporation; and it might 
be a Queſtion, whether the Managers could 


„ 


turn any out who attended and gave Medi- 


cines, let their Male verſations otherwiſe be 


what they would. 8 
But, ſuppoſing thoſe who puſh the Argu- 


ment for unreſtrained Liberty, to be gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to drop it in their own Fa- 
vour, and that the Managers are to con- 


fine the Surgery of the Infirmary to the 
Incorporation of Surgeons in Edinburgh; 
the Managers may eaſily imagine, how | 
happy a Situation they would be in, as 


Maſters of Servants, who in making Offer 


= 
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bf their Service, have every where in pri- 
vate, and now in their Appeal to the Pu- 
blick, been fs liberal in their Reflections 
on their Maſters, and who pretend to force 
the Acceptance of their Service. 
There lies one Objection ro the recci- 
ving the Erectors of the Surgeons Hoſpital 
to be Surgeons of the Infirmary; which 
can never be difpenſed with; it is this: 
The onerous Cauſe of granting ſecluſive 
Privileges of Surgery to the Incorporation 
of Surgeons in Edinburgh, was in Conſt- 
deration of the exact Trial and Examinatt- 
on all their Membets were to undergo at 
their Admifſion, by which the Publick 
might be aſcertained, that all the Surgeons 


would certainly be capable of their Buſt: 


_ neſs: Yet, not long ago, in order to make 
Way for their getting the ſecluſive Privi- 
lege of Pharmacy too, they admitted fif- 
teen Apothecaries at once, for Payment of 
a certain Premium a-piece, without any 
Sort of Examination, for very obvious 


Eight Years Experience has convin- 
ced the Managers of the Royal Infirma- 


ry, that Concord and Unanimity has al. 
ways been among the ſix Surgeons whom 


they have hitherto employed. 
I there was no Objection to the Men, 


ä VIP 


1 
yet ſuch a Number of Surgeons would be 
prejudicial, becauſe the Methods of Cure 
would be too frequently varied; and tho 
no Hurt ſhould be done thereby to the Pa- 
tients, yet the Students could form no 
Judgment which Method had made the 
Cure, or what they could rely on after- 


wards in their Practice. The Erectors 


ſeem to have been aware of this; and there- 
fore, inſtead of explaining themſelves on 
the Head, they have mentioned only the 
Inconveniency of Number as an Objecti- 


on equally competent againſt the Royal 


College of Phyficians, who have hitherto 
attended the Infirmary in their Turns. Se- 
veral of the Members of the College are 
| ſenſible of the Inconveniency of their 
Number, and are thinking how to remedy 
it, which the Managers could not well do, 
| becaule the Attendance of the College was 
an Article of the Conſtitution fix'd by the 
Founders, before there was any Infirmary 


or Managers. Beſides the conſtand Harmo- 


ny which is among the Members of the 


Royal College, and the Information each 
can have of the Effects of rhe Medicines 


preſcribed by his Predeceſſor, from the 
Surgeon, who is of longer Atrendance, _ 
prevent the bad Conſequences which the 


frequent Change of the Phyſician might o- 
Wo Tee 
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The univerſal Practiſe of appointing few 
Surgeons for Hoſpitals every where elle, 
confirms what was juſt now Aid concern- 
ing the bad Effects of a great Number of 
Surgeons being employed. No, ſays the 
Writer of the Appendix ſa), the Reaſon 
of few Surgeons in other Hoſpitals, is, 
that each muſt have a Salary. Strange! 
Hoſpital Surgeons here . may get what 
Reputation and Money they will, and 
Surgeons muſt be hired to accept of the 
J RO 0 
The other Advantage propoſed to the In- 
firmary in their Choice of Surgeons, is, 
the Increaſe of its Funds; and the Surge- 
on Erectors have propoſed a Scheme to the 
Managers, by which, between ſaving and 
gaining, a Revenue equal to the Intereſt of 
| lome more than L. 2000 may accreſce to 
the Infirmary. If this Advantage, fuppo- 
ſing it true. was to be put in the Scale, a- 
gainſt the Inconveniency of Numbers juſt 
now mentioned, it might be a Queſtion, 
whether the Managers of the Infirmary 
would chuſe to encreaſe their Funds at the 
Expence and to the Prejudice of the poor 
Patients, and to the Loſs of the right Edu- 
cation of our Youth. Bur that there may | 
. 5 =: 
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be no Queſtion, there is a Plan ready to 
be laid before the Managers, and has as 
already communicated to ſeverals of them, 
by which it is made appear, that if theſe. 
Surgeons Erectors are not admitted, the 
Savings and Increaſe of the Revenue ſhall 


be near double of what is in their Scheme. 


It ought to be here remarked, that the 
preſept Surgeons of the Royal Infirmary. 
refuſed an Allowance for Drugs to be ap- 
pointed ſeveral Years ago, when the Ma- 


nagers made the Offer, and ever ſince tho 


Order for Payment of Drugs was made by 
the br a the Surgeons have not ac- 


cCebpted of Payment but granted Piſcharges 


. 


The publick is left to determine, from 


what has been ſaid, whether a few Surge- 


Ons. elected by good Judges, and whole ; 


Continnancę in Office depends on their 


ooo Behaviour, or a Crowd of Surgeons | 


forcing their Way into Office withour any 


Choice, and poſſibly not accountable for 
their Malyerlations, will anſwer this De: 
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 fign beſt ? Whatever general Concluſion is 
made determines the Queſtion which Set 
of Surgeons ought to be preferred. 
It is next ſaid, that the more Students in 
Phy ſick and Surgery will get right Educa-. 
tion by the Scheme of the EreQtors. Pru- 
dence ſhould have made the Writer of the 
Memorial be ſilent about this Article, ſince, 
he had reſolved to publiſh in the Appendix 
a Declaration of the Managers of the Roy- 
al Infirmary, of their Reſolution to give 
all Opportunities of Education in their 
Power to Students and Apprentices; which, 
1 by comparing the Date of that Declaration. 
or of their Reply to it, Jay 1736, witch 
the Date of the Memorial February 1737, 
evidently was in the Erectors Hands long 
before they made this publick Complaint, 
What would ſeem to be the plain Conſe- 
quences as to the Education of Students, 
by either Alternative of their Propoſals for 
being admitted Surgeons of the Royal In- 
firmary, or keeping up a Rival Hoſpital, 
are, 120, That no greater Number of Stu- 
| dents will be educated by either of rhele 
| Plans, 240, That by receiving all the E. 
4 rectors as Surgeons of the Infirmary, the 
23 whole Students. will be worſe educated. 
3ti9, That by their ſetting up another Ho- 
impital, all the Students will ſee lels * 


and every one w 
to be accepted, otherwiſe an End muſt be 
put to all Order in Society, and in its 
place Confuſion and wag) muſt prevail. 
2 all be left to 
the Conſideration of the ſeveral Incorpora- 
tions; here it ſhall only be enquired what 
Miſchief is likely to ariſe to the Publick 


( 30 ) 


and a Part of them will have worſe Educa- 


tion than will happen if neither of their 


Plans is executed. 


The Publick is afterwards informed by 
the Writer of the Memorial and Appendix, 
what miſchievous Things Monopolies are, 


and particularly, what bad Conſequences 


will attend the confining of the Service of 


the Infirmary to ſix Surgeons. 
As general Condemnation of Monopolies, 


from Members of a 93 in Edin- 


. and of one too, which has been par- 


ticularly jealous of its Privileges, as ſeve- 

rals of the Erectors can teſtify, was very | 
unexpected, and poſſibly may be taken 

Notice of by their Brethren : And indeed 
the Argument here for Liberty, is the ſame 
Way abuſed as is common with too many of 


our modern Writers, No Government, 


Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, can be without ſome 
Monopolies; particular Offices muſt be ex- 


ecuted by Men „ e for that Purpoſe, 
10 offers his Service is not 


ur this general Argument 


: * 
I ²˙ . 
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from their being only ſix Surgeons in the 
Infirmary. : Te 4 
The confining a right Education in Phy- 
ſick and Surgery to the Students and Ap- 
prentices in the Shops of the fix Surgeons, 

alledged by the Erectors to be the princi- 

pal Miſchief ariſing from this ſmall Number 
of Hoſpital Surgeons, has already been ta- 


ken Notice of, and it has been ſhewn that 


rheſeFho enter this Complaint and Obje- 
ction, know for certain, that the Managers 
of the Infirmary had reſolved to give all 
Opportunities of Education in their Power 


to the Youth (which the ſmallneſs of their 
+ Houle only has hitherto hindred) long be- 


fore the Complainers publiſhed either of 
their Papers, wherein this Objection is ſo 
. on, onto ninin one 
It is alto alledged, That the Education 
will be more expenſive, by larger Prentice- 
fees which the Surgeons of rhe Infirmary 


| have already got, and will hereafter re- 
ceive. — If this were an Impoſition, Is it 


to be ſuppoſed that the Erectors would not 
partake of this Advantage? Some of 
the Infirmary Surgeons have, it may be, 
got larger Prentice-tces than they had for- 
merly; others have not: And the higheſt 


Fee that is demanded is not larger in Pro- 


portion to the Ulage the Prentices now have, 


than 


1 
than it was forty Years ago; all that is ask. 
ed is only equal to Board, and their Edu- 
cation and Privilege of Freedom to be com- 


penſated by their Service. Theſa ſute are 
no extravagant Terms, and what feveral 


had before there was any Infirmary, 


The Surgeons of the Infirmary have like- 
wiſe, it is faid, Numbers of Students, and 


/ the _ 


Surgeons will ſoon be at an End; for the 


large Honoraries from them : Su 
were ſo at preſent, that Advantage 


Managers did agree long ago, that ſo ſoon 


as their Houle is large enough, the Oppor- 
tunity of attending in the Infirmary ſhould 
be had, without being Student with any of 
their Surgeons; and that the Infirmary, not 
the Surgeons, ſhould have the Gratuity pay- 
able for that Privilege. This was the Plan 
agreed upon by the Managers, before there 


was the leaft Surmiſe of this Surgeon's Ho- 


ſpital: Nothing will prevent its being exe- 
cuted in a few Months, unleſs the Clamour 


raiſed ſo unjuſtly by theſe Gentlemen Ere- 


Qors of the Rival Hoſpital, influence pious 5 
charitable People to with-hold their Con- 
tributions towards the building of a fic 


Houle, for which a convenient, open heal- 
EB EET ng 


What is juſt now ſaid, makes ir almoſt 


unneceſſary to mention a particular Fact 


that 


5 
that has often been alledged, to wit, That 
the Infirmary Surgeons take Money for In- 
firmary Tickets from other Prentices and 
Students than their own, If this had been 
true, it will not be in the Power of theſe. 
Surgeons to put fuch Money in their Poc- 
kets hereafter. But as much Noiſe as has 
been made about this alledged Fact, an In- 
|  quiry having been made into the Grounds 
1 of the Accuſation, there cannot be found 
more to ſupport it than one Inſtance, of a 
young Gentleman, Prentice to the former 
Prentice, of one of the ſix Surgeons, who; 
at the Entreaty of his Maſter, obtained a 
N Ticket, and gave a Compliment in Return. 
| Several, not Students with any of the ſix 
Surgeons, have regularly attended, without 
any Ticket; others have had Tickets gi- 
ven them, without paying a Sixpence in a 
ny Shape; the Money got for Tickets from 
Strangers, has been paid in to the Freaſu- 
rer of the Infirmary. And when the Houle 
Was not too much crouded, feyeral, whom 
the Surgeons knew not, were allowed to be 
| Preſent at Operations and Dreſſings, with- 
out Premium of any kind. 


| _ Future Ages are hext warned to beware 

of the Conſequences of a few Surgeons en- 

groſſing all the Buſineſs of Surgery, which, 
Sn os 10 
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it is ſaid, Hoſpital Surgeons have done, and 


muſt do, in this Place. + 
To convince us what a general immenſe 


Loſs this would be, theſe Gentlemen would 
do a Fayour, to tell what their Profits, 
communibus annis, have been by Surgery. 


after deducting the Payments of Bloodings, 
opening Abſceſſes, dreſſing Ulcers, and fuck 


other ſmaller Things in Surgery, for which 

no extraordinary Surgeon is called: If that 
is inconvenient, the Town may take ano» 

ther Way to judge for themſelves. Let 


them read over again the Names of the fix 
Infirmary Surgeons, and then determine, 


Whether the Name of Hoſpital Surgeon has -— 
made any great Change in the Buſineſs of 


Surgery. 85 6’» ON lar IR 
All that ſeems like Argument for a Coali- 
tion of Hoſpitals, - as the Propoſal of the 


| Surgeon Erectors modeſtly calls it, has now 
been conſidered; and every one is at Liber- 
ty to judge, how prudent it would be, or 


how adyantageous and uſeful for the Infir- 


mar y, or the Publick, to make Uſe of theſe ; 
Gentlemen as Hoſpiral Surgeons. 


As to the little Inſinuations and Reflexi- 
ons againſt particular Perſons, though not 
named, liberally ſcattered up and down the 
Memorial and Appendix, they are thought 


unworthy of Natice. 


Ir | 


. 
It remains ſtill, that the Arguments for 
proving the direct contrary of what was 
* * ſo earneſtly in the Memorial, and 
firſt part of the Appendix, ſhould be conſi- 
dered. —— At firſt, All Rivalſhip ſhould 
be deſtroyed by a Coalition: Towards the 
Concluſion, Rivalſhip is moſt neceſſary and 
-| » _z_ 
Can any tell the real Sentiments of this 
Writer? From ſome other Projects of the 
moſt pragmatick among the Surgeon Ere- 
Ctors, one would believe, that Rivalſhip 
would be the favourite Scheme. The Que 
ſtion deſired to be put to the Profeſſor of 
Anatomy, p. 18. What Conſequences one 
of the Erectors 2 Anatomy would 
have with reſpect to him? is no ſimple Com- 
pariſon: No, it is a real Threat. At that 
Time, ſome of theſe Gentlemen had deter- 
mined to ſet up Teachers of all the Branch- 
es of Medicine, in Oppoſition to the Pro- 
feſſors in the Univerſity: But after the 
Junto had agreed upon their Plan, the wi- 
{er part of the Surgeon Erectors, foreſeeing 
| how invidious and unacceptable this Rival- 
ſhip would appear to the Publick, and that, 
at the ſame Time, it was certainly to lend 
their Shoulders to the few who were to 
commence Teachers to mount on, by ac- 
knowledging them to be the moſt . 3 
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of their Number, while the Succeſs of their 
Deſign to hurt the Profeſſors, eſtabliſhed by 
publick «ow 0g and, what is till of 
greater Weight, by general Approbation, 
was very uncertain: For theſe obvious Rea- 
| ſons, the wiler part refuſed to concur in the 
Support of that Deſign, bur rather to quit 
_ former Scheme concerning a Ho- 
ipital. 5 ä = 
* Suppofing then, that Riyalſhip is at heart, 


the Writer of the Appendix has taken a ve- 


5 ry wrong Way to perſwade the Publick to 
ſupport the Surgeon Erectors in theirs : 


Some Exceptions at leaſt might have occur- 


red to him, againſt the general Doctrine of 
the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of Rivalſhip. 
If the Emulation of Rivals diſcredits a good 
or uſeful Thing, if it hinders the Succeſs of 
-advantageous Undertakings, it ought not 
to be encouraged, but rather ſupprefled. Is 
not that the preſent Caſe ? The Royal In- 
firmary is no overgrown Hoſpital, crowd- 
ed with more Patients than it is fit to lodge 
in one Houſe. Funds capable of maintain- 
ing Hoſpitals, equal to the Neceſlity of the 
Country, are very difficultly raiſed, and 
mutual Reflexions are no proper Means to 
obtain Donations by; How theſe Gentle- 
men are therefore to anſwer for their Ap- 
peal ta the Publięk, ſtuff d with fo _ 


CT 
ill-natured Reflexions, founded upon the 
7 ſſeſt Miſrepreſentations of Facts, is hard 
1 5 
= Bur when the Tranſactions are fairly re- 
lated, and impartially conſidered, it is ho+ 
ped the Publick will readily fee, B 

That Maſters had need to take care how 
they engage People in their Service, who. 
in the very Offer of their Service, throw 
what Dirt they can in theſe Maſters Fa- 
6 e =” Tp 
That a great Number of Surgeons of equal 
Authority in an Hoſpital, muſt breed Con - 
fuſion, make the Patients ill ſerved, and the 
young Students worſe educate. 
That by the Managers of the Infirmary, 
accepting the Propoſals of the Surgeons e- 
e ctors, there neither will be any Increaſe 
of the Funds of the Infirmary, nor any Ad- 
vantage to the Country. . 
That the erecting a rival Hoſpital to the 
Royal Infirmary, while it is in its Infan- 
cy, will hinder Donations to either, and 
what Funds are got muſt maintain fewer 
ſick Poor, becauſe of the double Expence 
of Houſes, Servants, &. FT: 
- Upon comparing the two Plans, ſo far as 
they are Rivals, it is hoped the Concluſi- 
ons above will be found to be fairly drawn; 
but the Appendix Writer tells us of a ſpeci- 


TW). 


ing aSchool of Midwifery ; which, as they 
lay it, cannot be ſwallowed by any who 


| Knows the Humours of the People, and 
Conſtirution of the Country. In a ſmall 


Houſe of one Floor, where forty or fifty 
Foung Men attend every Day, Women are 


to be kept in Child-bed, impoſſible ! If 


© - 


they really intend to aſſiſt honeſt poor Wo- 
men in Child-bed, and to educate Mid- 
wives, let them appropriate their Houſe for 
that Purpoſe, which cannot be done in a 
_ _ Houſe for receiving other Patients, unleſs 
the Buildings are very large, that the lying- 
in Women may be lodged quite off from 
the Apartments of the other Patients. 
Will then the Publick encourage and ſup- 
port a certain perpetual Conſtitution, as the 
Royal Infirmary is, which cannot fail, or 


= Pee one, like the Surgeons Hoſpi- 


gers, who have no ſelfiſh Ends to ſerve, 


and who can have nothing but the publick 
Good at Heart, or a Set of Surgeons, who 
TO 


chiefly have their private Paſſions 
tify, and Intereſt ro ſerve 2 9 05 — 


dus Bair for the Ladies, to wit, the erect. 


, Which may be at an End to morrow ? 
A Set of Gentlemen, veſted with pu- 
blick Authority, as the Infirmary Mana- 


dhe Bl 


